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Hnis ie MORBID number somethling or other, From Cralg MIller, who resildes
at 0115 Beverlywood. St. &n Los Angeles, California. 90034. (213) 838-
0297, FPrinted by him on school equipment. Intended for the January
naij-ng of CAPA-alpha, POVPEX-VEXOS PUBLICATION #170.
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T'm using school equipment now because I've become a teaching assistant,
I ment loned in earlier MORBIDs thgt+tmy school is starting English Mini-
courses, Such courses (10 weeks each) as The Cokiecs, Scilence Fiotion,
The Cinema, Fantasy, and The Occult; others too, of course.

I originally
was supposed to work with the 6th period Science Filotion class, only they
decided that they didn't need four of those classes and canceled that one,
I was then asked i1f I wanted to take the Cinema class and work with it
instead, 1I said yes., Little did I know...o. The teacher knows almost
nothing on the subject, They chose him to teach cinema on this basiss
He 18 the Mass Medla teacker, It follows, but the reason he’s the Mass
Media teacher is th#it he was the newest tescher there when they set up the
Mess Media class a year ago,

One reason that he is so bad as a €Ginems
teacher &s that he constantly mekes things up. He was giving the class
some terms, high shot, léw shoty zoom, tracking shot, etes, Then he made
scme up. #sigh#*

My main job with the class is acquiring films and arrang-
ing fleld trips and spegkers and running films, Sometimes I run the class
And I answer the questions he can't.

The equipment the school gave us

is Jjust fantastic, Since it is a Cinems class, we need a projector there
all the time. The audio-visual department gave us the one that no one
else wlll take., The speaker is stuck together with soctch tape -- how it
contlnues to work, I don’t know -- the projestor®s springs kéep snaping.,
everyother time,it seems, we have to twist the rrewind spring in order to
get it to turn the correct direction. Sometimes the motor switch eorks,
sonetimes it doesn®t. We have no editing equipment of any sort. {the
only thing they give us for splicing is scotch transparent tape), for that
matter, the only thing they will give us is the projector and speaker,
We have to supply everything ourselves. They did give us a budget of ¥75%
for two, count them, two classes of kids, That gives us us $i.,50 per kid.
Whoopee,

I’°m currently arranging with two stunt men I know (Bob & Bill,
for the LASFans) to come and do a stunt show. Also with Chuck Jones to come
come and talk about animation. (and maybe if he could bring & couple of

his cartoons == like)ﬂnat's Opera,'Dgc? and Hi Note and Duck Dodgers iz
the 25 and % Centufy
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More and more stores around
the Los Angeles area are getting
rid of their oomics, And, for
thatt matter, all of thelr maga-
zines, The profit on them is too
small to make it worthwlle for
them to have someone take the min- i
jmum forty coples of each title, e =
‘take out twenty, put them on the TAT TLJ:(
shelf, keep the shelves in order,
pull the old 1ssues,.bo® them up
and send them back to the distrib-
utor.,

And how's by you?
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Art this time 1s h@ Bi11ll Rotsler,
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1 justr saw the HORROR COMICS OF THE 19508 bock., Wowt! Blasted thing

is $20, Baht Humbug?! For thhse who haven't seen it, ittreprints
stories from E.C. oomics and gives a one page blo on the artistt and

shows the ocover from the issue it appeered in, Printed 1in color and
bigger than life sizte, The book 1s gorgaous -—- and yeryy expensive, When

it gets remalhndered...
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I don’ttknow if this will be done in time to save my membership. I may
not be able to run it off and get it to fwam in ime, Only time will tell.
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COMMENTS on Det:ember me..ling

GaRY BROWN: But the OMEGA MAN's plottisn't common, How many’mowvies have

you seen absut an holocaust that dest.roys most of the Earth's
population and leavesi 8)ll the rest save one ima ctndition of “"vampirism®
(they never stated Lt in the movie, but why else was he killing them ?).
It isn’fia common plot:. You are right, though, It:-doegn’t follow the book
too well., Matheson %3dn't like it.///And then we ¢{lo a one shot called
CLYDE and have it pu* behlind your one-sho¥...
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One str4ent in the Mzss liedia class turned. in = paper for which the teacher
gave Jim an "A", It was @ .Of the ¢hmic Ipdustry, in tmo
an® £ double spaced peges. GeezZ. looked over th 2 paper after it had

rzen graded. In the 2% peges. there were at least " errors, His facts

were all almost totally inaccurate. I pointed thege out to the teacher.

g?ehgra%eh?as shanged to a *B®, I den't think it should have been that
gho ent



page

Earlier this week; as part of my psychcdogy elass, w2 went up to Camarillo State
Hospitel. For those of you who don't ¥mow, that is a hospital for the mentally 111.
We started out 4ir a mad caravan of six sars — we were the third car. There were
a number of csars that had cut into the caravan so wel¥¥ wers not right behind each other.
Suddenly the first and seecnd cars dissappeared. One of them had decided o take ‘the
inlend route and cut off on the San Diero Fwy. North, The other decided the seme thing
but they sut off on the S.n Diego Fuy. South. Oh well. The worst part, the one with
the exast directioms was in the fifth (now third) car, We figurei that as lcmg as
they were following us, we are okay, -

I just changed typers in midstream.
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We wrrived and were given a cooks tour and corientation lesturs. Then,ous
guids laft to make scms arrangemenis for us. We wers in e gyg watching one of their
&m claases play baseball, The class was of about eight boys. ((groups are broken
down by sex, age, and "oondition") We watshed them for a whils avd decided that they
were protty wedl for mentally i1l kids, They asked if any of our group wanted to join

th geme, Some said yes and about 5 bogs and 3 girls joined in, Ve later found out
Ahat these are ths worst kids in the Jr, High ags level — it was fascinating to see
that our group played just slightly better, Our group was able %o field better = I

us
think that this is due te their brain not having these problems of jymapse respomse
io feact mere quiekly =~ but they batted much wersa.

;
:

lds themselves were very friendly., Ons of their free tims activites is
Bike ridding., There is a little shop where they store bikes and the flamerille Kids
got them and ride. The area of the hospitel —~ even just the child care omnter — is
very large, Ths kids kept asking us if we wanted to go bike ridding with them,

Camarillo is run like a schocl =~ all the kids go to classes, We were divided
up ints geoups of three or feur and put in to wateh some of the classe

are of about eight kids or less, Ths one I was in was fom Jr, High age beys., All
the kids were busy doing somsthing, Ome kid didnit notice us at all — he doemnit
notice anything. Most of the group I came in with wase girls and one kid said that
he "couldn’t work with girls watching him" which seemed odd because the teclmicimns
(not treally techniciens, but that’s what they are called) were female,

One kid wes leaving in a month end startsd a conversation up with us. Ee showed
us his math work and his spelling and some pictures he did that are up on the ulletia
board, He described a movie he went to see cn a visit howe. He, too, invited us
bike riddng, B

There was a blask kid sitting there and ons of the technicians gave him a set
of musle cards, These cards had pictare s of animals on them btut you needed two
cards te get a whole pleture., He sat there putting them together and it seemed he
was snjeying himself because there were a number of outbursts of loud laughter. But
watching him we found he did the cards very dilently., Hv was dunstaktly looking
around, If he noticed one of the technicians looking toward him, hs'd start leughing,
kut only then,

Anather kid had drmm thls ploture of a spacsship-sort-of-thing, He was desaribing
it to one of the technicians in véry visual movements of his hands and ty re-creatinn



pege: four

the sounds &t would maka over various terran {1t vms a wdersaselend-eim-spase craft),
She kept iusisiing he write it down, Hs bas an active mind tub he cm ¥t express
himself at all, She also worked with arithmetic timestables end spelling, Hela

also a glow learnar,

The period ended end we want off to eat lunch, Then four of us decided to usnder
around for a while «» untll we wére wupposed to meed with the class for re-distritution
to other rooms, Ons of the Camarillo Kids ~- one uwhe was piaying baseball eerlier e
wandered over and asked whal we were doing. We tolf him just wmdering and he asked
if he could come tod, Fe led us on & towr of the facilities -~ thru one of the cottages
(ther e are o mmber of cotiaged, each holds forty kids end is divided into two groups
of twenty) FHe showed us his bed snd his locker, Thers is s lounge in each cobtags
with couches and televisiowd, I'm not sure but I belisve the televisicns wore color,

He showed us different ployground faeilities and even took us up %o their secret
smoking spot behind some bughes,

We next vent o the speech center, It seems there are 172 kids in Camerilld, OF
those, 104 bhave no language -~ they don’t spesk at al¥, The othsrs speak and soms of
~those only partially, Some of the rewainder sren’®t there for mentle illmess, Seme
have behavioral problems -~ fighting, drugs, anti-<sociel, ete, The spesch therepist
worked with two kids individually vhile we were therd, The first one was named Johnny,

: Jolmnyte Pather had never shown eny emotion, never veleased, When Jomny was 3,
his father goi mad end released all this pent up emotion egainst him and hit him, Since,
Johmny hag had severe emotional problems, He can’t take emy sort of pressure end will
gvoid it by esking if he is the persons friedd end why. He also has shields against
everything, ?

The second kid, Archy, has almost mo spsech, Most of the time he just makes
shreiking sounds, Archy had menangitis as EXEZE an infent and this damaged his brain,
This is along with his mentel illness, The problem is two=fold with Avehy — getting
past the mental 1llness and that the speech centers don't function gquite correctly.
Archy gets excifed very easily . FEEVEEAIZN The thevapist asked him to counbt. In his
own way, he did, but es he got to the higher numbers {i.€. 18. 99, etd,) he started
yelling and pounding the table, The gpeech therapist stopped him but once she led
go of his hands the sxciiment egain siaried to mount and ke agsin began pumding the
table, Later, the therapist told us that if let go, Archy would have sharited yelling
end running around the rood,

Some of the kids are self-destructive and so the technicisng mast use shook-sbickds .
Thoge are similar to eleciric catile prods bult don't really hurt the child, We saw
one kid who wms beating himself and bhis face was bloody, The technician came over and
had to use the shock stick in ovder to shock the kid out of his self-destructivenesd.

A1l of the kids there lmow they ere sick and ave there volunterily, There is
no such thing as commitel in Californid, At least nob any longer. You either go
volunterily, or you can be put away, but you must be checked svery two or so woeks
(I don%t vemember the exact ddnght of time) to see if you need further hospitslizetion.
If you don®t, you are let out, There ig no more putting somsone awgy for life.

They have a program over the swmer where you voluntger i"or t}?ree we?ks o ‘!.:he:;rhole
swimer, They give you room znd board and you work with ths kids. I'm congidering
going bgck for three weeks to a momth, The kilds are very friendly and want %o be
helpsd, They wont to do things to gét betters

Khen I wenb, I didn’t kuow quite vhat to expect. I @idn%t really e:{gec? th sge any
rubher rooms/booby bins/padded cells but I elso didnlt expect whet I did sed, Class
= 3 L1, e -, _: 71
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whh ond Faglidh and musis and sgo uweltew.
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